Names:   Norman ‘Barry’ and Joanne (Bean) Kamhoot
ARA: Original membership date unknown, Life Membership transferred to ARA with the Termination of the Jolly Green Association closure in 2015.
Career: Graduated from Montana State College, AFROTC commission and entered the Air Force in 1956. Jo and I married in 1957 and have celebrated 69 years together.
Family: Son, Todd born in 1961 and daughter, Heidi born in 1963—both retired. Granddaughters Taylor, Maddie, and Hannah (all with college degrees and working) and Grandson Lt Sean (Navy helicopter Pilot) and Great granddaughter, Carly,
Assignments: Pilot training, Primary, T-34 and T-28’s Bartow, Florida and Basic, T-33’s Laredo AFB, Texas. Helicopter training at Randolph AFB, TX in H-13, H-19, and H-21. First operational assignment was Ladd AFB, Alaska flying the H-21. Next, H-21’s at Tyndall AFB, Florida 1961.  H-43’s at Maxwell AFB, Al. followed, while there attended Squadron Officers School. In1963 selected for the Tactical Warfare Center Test Squadron to fly the new Air Force CH-3C. In 1965 I was assigned to Det 5, Udorn AB, Thailand in the first group of PCS Jolly Greens in SEA (first experience with combat). Flew rescue missions in North Vietnam, Laos and Thailand. In May of1966 was sent TDY to Turner AFB, Alabama to start a Combat Tactics course to train replacement JG pilots for SEA. A PCS assignment followed to Elmendorf AFB, Alaska flying the H-21 and transitioning to the HH-3E. (Consulted with the Alaskan Air Command during this assignment to replace the H-21 with the HH-3E). Next attended to Armed Forces Staff College, at Norfolk Virgina in 1971.  Assignment to MAC Headquarters followed; first in Current Operations, next Operational Requirements (program manager for the H-3 and UH-N helicopters and early Pave Low development issues) and lastly as the Director of the Test Division. Selected for a second tour to SEA as Squadron Commander of the 40th Rescue Squadron at Nakhon Phanom AB, Thailand in73-74. I returned to ARRS Headquarters as Director of Operational Requirements and was promoted to O-6 below zone.  In 1977 I attended Army War College. I was assigned back to Rescue Headquarters as the “Assistant Director of Operations”. In January 1979 I was selected as the 39th Rescue and Recovery Wing Vice Commander. (During this assignment I served 42 days aboard the USS SAIPAN sailing off the coast of Nicaragua as the Deployment Commander of four HH-53 helicopters assigned to evacuate the Ambassador of Nicaragua during the country's transition to communist control). (A C-130 executed the mission.) In January 1980 I was selected to be the Commander of the 41st Rescue and Weather Reconnaissance Wing, McClellan AFB, Ca. In July of 1982, I was assigned as ARRS Det 3 Commander in PACAF. There, I wore two hats, one in the PACAF Headquarters in the Directorate of Operations as the staff Officer for Rescue, Weather Reconnaissance and Special Operations and second hat as Det 3 Commander which shared the Rescue Coordination Center with the US Coast Guard. (Played a significant role in the classified and very intense mission of the Russian shootdown of a Korean 747 airliner). My last assignment was to Kirtland AFR, NM as the 1606th Wing Resource Manager. I retired after 30 years of active duty in 1986.
I went to work two days later, first as an Operations Officer and soon promoted to the Operations Manager of the Albuquerque International Airport. I spent the next ten very busy years participating in the transformation of the airport; building a new terminal building, new parking garage, a new runway, rebuilding the main east-west runway, building high speed taxiways, a parallel taxiway, aprons, maintenance facilities and equipment. I also wrote grants for snowplows, stripping vehicles, and new airport vehicles, conducted required FAA emergency exercises and wrote the FAA Certification manual for the airport, retiring for a second time in 1996. Jo said, “I had played with airplanes long enough”.  
Most Memorable Rescue Missions: The rescue of two Polar Bear hunters in the Bearing Sea off the coast Alaska at 25 below zero and 60 knot winds (H-21), Sixty seconds in the Magia Pass rescuing a F-105 pilot while receiving severe battle damage with everyone shooting including four A-1’s (CH-3E), and the rescue of a pilot in crashed and burning A1-E in Alabama on a training mission with a student pilot and flight mechanic. The H-43 firefighting training kicked in and I used the H-3 rotor downwash to control the fire while the student pilot ran the rescue hoist lowering the flight mechanic into the burning aircraft and extracted the pilot (CH-3E). Throughout my career  each of my many civilian and military rescue missions as a helicopter pilot has its own unique story.  Life has been LUCKY and GOOD.
Awards and decorations:	Silver Star, Legion of Merit (1 OLC), Airman’s Medal, Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal (4-OLC), Air Medal (4 OLC), AF Commendation Medal (1OLC), Presidential Unit Citation, AF Outstanding Unit Award (5 OLC), National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal (Two Bronze Stars), AF Overseas Ribbon Short Term (1 OLC), AF Overseas Ribbon Long Term (2 OLC), AF Longevity Service Award (6 OLC), Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm, and Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.





 


































